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completed by passing the cloth over a hollow drum steam
heated, the material being then rolled up and sent to the
cutting department of the factory, or sold in the rolls to other
firms who made it up into garments. This vulcanizing
process, which used to be carried out without any hygienic
precautions for the benefit of the workpeople, was a very
disagreeable one for all connected with it on account of the
poisonous vapours given off by the liquor. Nowadays,
owing to the powers possessed by the factory inspectors, a
considerable amelioration of the workmen's lot has been
effected. Boxing in of the cold-cure machines, and the pro-
vision of adequate ventilation whereby the vapours are
removed from the work-room, represent in general the
methods of reform. So far not much has been done in the
way of condensing the carbon bi-sulphide fumes, though it
is interesting to note that at the works of the Northern
Rubber Company, at Eetford, the vapours have been passed
up a coke scrubber containing an absorbent liquid with
results which are reported as very satisfactory.
This vulcanization process not infrequently leads to fires,
which, as a rule, are smothered out with wet blankets kept
in readiness, without the aid of any outside fire brigade
being requisitioned. Carbon bi-sulphide will ignite by eon-
tact with hot metal, but the usual cause of conflagration is
an electric spark caused by friction of the cloth, a high
barometer and a dry state of the atmosphere being predis-
posing conditions.
Twenty-five years ago some little excitement was caused
in the trade by the production by a firm of what were
somewhat fancifully termed "electric" waterproofs. At this
time of day it is not giving away any secret to say that the